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conscience, and the quietness of his executors. But men should often he put in rememhrance to take order for the settling of their temporal estates, while they are in health. And the minister should not omit earnestly to move such sick persons as are of ability, to be liberal to the poor. It has 'ever been the custom of the presbyters of the Church to visit the sick, and after praying with them, and (if necessary) reconciling them to the Church by the blessing of absolution, to communicate to them the Sacrament of our LORD'S Body and Blood. For these purposes the English ritual contains a formulary, which has for the most part been used from a period of remote antiquity in our Church. The form of absolution, though acceptable to true churchmen, has given great offence to lati-tudinarians. But every clergyman of the Church of England gives his unfeigned assent and consent to it. It is as follows:
^f Here shall the sicJc person be moved to  make a special Confession of his sins, if he feel his conscience troubled with any weighty matter.    After which Confession,  the Priest shall absolve him (if he humbly and heartily desire it) after this sort: Our LORD JESUS CHRIST, who hath left power to His Church to absolve all sinners who truly repent and believe in HIM, of His great mercy forgive thee thine offences:, And by His authority committed to me, I absolve thee from all thy sins, in the Name of the FATHER, arid of the SON, and of the HOLY GHOST. Amen.
SIDESMEN. It was usual for Bishops in their visitations to summon some credible persons out of every parish, whom they examined on oath concerning the condition of the church, and other affairs relating to it. Afterwards these persons became standing officers in several places, especially in great cities, and when persona! visitations were a little disused, and when it became a custom for the parishioners to repair the body of the church, which began about the fifteenth century; these officers were still more necessary, and then they were called Testes Synodales, or Juratores Synodi; some called them synodsmen, and now they are corruptly called sidesmen. They are chosen every year, according